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The Mongolian energy sector remains a 
highly interesting and at times sensitive 
area.  With important recent develop-
ments in the wind and solar sectors, is it 
possible for Mongolia to break its de-
pendence on its neighbours, the Dragon 
and the Bear? Page 5

Mongolia has launched a series of new 
wind power projects to develop its 
huge renewable energy potential and 
start delivering clean electricity to other 
countries in the region,  Page 6

Mongolians label both material re-
sources and mineral resources as 
‘wealth’, but we do not see hu-
man resources in the same light. 
We need to remember that not all 
natural resources are wealth, but 
all human resources are, Page 1

Iain Haddow,
Executive editor, Asia region at BBC 

World Service Languages
I think the BBC is there to represent 
all shades of opinion.  You have to hear 
from all sides. There has to be a ratio-
nal debate.  And maybe at the end of 
the day you agree to disagree, and it 
might be a heated discussion, but that 
is the role of the media, Page 3
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For weekly articles, visit jargaldefacto.com/category/23

D.Jargalsaikhan
№400

Are Mongolian people the wealth of the country? 
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In the 2017 competitiveness ranking produced by the 
Lausanne-based International Institute for Management 
Development (IMD) Mongolia was ranked second to last 
– just before Venezuela – out of 63 countries. This rank-
ing was based on economic performance, governance 
efficiency, business efficiency, and infrastructure. Mongolia 
was ranked last in tertiary education, innovative capacity, 
and transfer of knowledge, and second to last in internet 
users, density of energy network, number of valid pat-
ents, cyber security, quality of water and air transport, 
and protection of intellectual property. Now we know 
how we are doing. So, what now?  
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DEFACTO INTERVIEW

Iain Haddow
Executive editor, Asia region at BBC World Service Languages

For bilingual interviews, visit jargaldefacto.com/category/8



4TUESDAY, 2017.10.17THE DEFACTO GAZETTE

Full interview available here: 
http://jargaldefacto.com/article/

iain-haddow 
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Christopher Melville
Registered foreign lawyer (England)

Breaking the Dependence?

We have recently seen two further 
wind farm projects come online, the 
50MW Tsetsii Wind Farm sponsored 
by Newcom and Softbank, with 
financing provided by the EBRD and 
JICA, and a 55MW Sainshand wind 
park, sponsored by Ferrostaal with 
financing from EIB and EBRD.  These 
two projects build on the Salkhit 
wind farm completed in 2012, signifi-
cantly increasing the level of installed 
renewable energy capacity

One of the key developments in 
recent times in the energy sector 
worldwide has been a move away 
from coal mining and coal based 
power projects.  Witness the US 
elections of 2016, where Democratic 
candidate, Hillary Clinton, said “we’re 
going to put a lot of coal miners and 
coal companies out of business”

At present, Mongolia imports 
approximately 20 per cent of its 
energy needs, principally from Russia 
but also for the Oyu Tolgoi project, 
from Inner Mongolia. 
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As a result of pressure applied 
through NGOs, the Russian govern-
ment and the changing international 
attitude to hydropower, the major-
ity of Mongolia’s proposed hydro-
power projects, including Orkhon, 
Shuren and Egiin Gol are effectively 
on hold, pending implementation of 
the World Heritage Committee’s 
recommendations for extensive 
environmental, social and strategic 
impact assessments primarily relating 
to Lake Baikal and the transbound-
ary ecological system
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DEFACTO REVIEW 
For weekly reviews, visit jargaldefacto.com/category/12

Every Sunday live at 8PM on VTV: 15th October, 2017 
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Full review available here: http://
jargaldefacto.com/article/defacto-re-

view-2sh17-1sh-15 

This review has been edited 
for space and clarity


